A survey of Vietnam combat Veterans was conducted to test whether experiences of abusive violence toward enemies or noncombatants were directly and/or indirectly linked with drug or alcohol problems and/or suicidality via posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) or guilt. Forty percent of the sample witnessed and/or were directly involved in acts of abusive violence while deployed in Vietnam. These experiences were indirectly linked with substance abuse via PTSD, and both indirectly and directly linked with suicidality via PTSD.
KEY FINDINGS:
Thirty-five percent of Veterans in this sample witnessed and 12% were directly involved in acts of abusive violence against civilians or noncombatants while in combat. Of those directly involved in abusive violence perpetration, 7% reported using chemicals and bombs on villages, 5% reported terrorizing or mistreating civilians, 4% reported torturing prisoners, and 2% reported mutilating bodies. Exposure to abusive violence during combat was related to later drug problems, alcohol problems, and suicidality; these associations were indirect (via PTSD symptoms). Exposure to abusive violence was also directly related to suicidality. Combat exposure overall (not exposure to abusive violence) was positively linked with war-related guilt.
IMPLICATIONS FOR PROGRAMS:
Programs could:
Offer classes for Service members who have experienced abusive violence, including information about PTSD, suicidality, and drug and alcohol problems Develop curricula to provide Service members with positive coping strategies Recommend education for service providers around the possible effects of deployment on Service members' families 
IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICIES:

LIMITATIONS
All measures were self-report and collected retrospectively (average of 18 years after deployment), which increased the odds of biased or incomplete reports. These findings may not generalize to female and non-Vietnam era Veterans. There was no accounting for the diversity of wartime experiences of these Veterans that may have impacted the results. Given the lag time between deployment and this study, it is possible that some of the most impacted Veterans may have already passed away; thus, these results may be skewed towards Veterans who were healthier or had higher functioning. 
AVENUES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH
